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HON PAUL BROWN (Agricultural) [5.27 pm]: I stand here again this year, a similar time to last year—
perhaps a little bit later—to tell the house about a wonderful initiative that Hon Col Holt mentioned briefly 
earlier today in one of this contributions to the house. Food Bank’s Lamb Legends food drive initiative took 
place on Tuesday at the Muchea Livestock Centre and on Wednesday at Katanning Saleyard. Again we had 
outstanding and overwhelming support from all sectors of the Western Australian sheep industry including 
producers, processors, agents and particularly live exporters. Those that gave outstanding contributions were 
particularly the agents, Elders, Landmark, Primaries and Westcoast Livestock Pty Ltd; and also the three large 
live export companies, Wellard, Emanuel Exports Pty Ltd, and Livestock Shipping Services Pty Ltd that always 
give to those in need. The processors that joined with us this year were Beaufort River Meats and 
Hillside Abattoirs in Narrogin. 

We had an outstanding year this year. There was actually more donated this year than last year, and last year was 
also outstanding. We set our sights pretty low last year and the support we got from the sheep industry once 
again overwhelmed us, and in fact we set the bar pretty high this year to try to beat it. Not that we needed 
invigorating, but one of the things that kept us invigorated this year was the support we received from 
West Coast Eagles champion Dwayne Lamb. He came on board this year as our “Lambassador” and spent two 
days at the Muchea Livestock Centre at the Katanning saleyards, speaking with all the vendors, producers, 
processors, buyers and agents, and had a wonderful time. He is looking forward to coming back next year and 
continuing to show his support for Foodbank of Western Australia. 

As we all know, Foodbank delivers nearly four million meals across Western Australia each year, and I have 
a particular affinity with Pat Hodges and the Foodbank crew in Geraldton. I had a wonderful day out there last 
week helping them stack and fill shelves. They were tremendously supportive last year and tremendously 
thankful just before Christmas to have their freezers filled with valuable protein. Foodbank gets a lot of 
donations from the horticultural industry and the supermarket sector. It gets a lot of canned food, vegetables and 
seconds—that is, not-quite perished fruit which is still very good to eat—but what it lacks is protein. The 
wonderful initiative that Foodbank has been running, the Lamb Legends food drive, does exactly that—it puts 
protein on the menu. Hon Col Holt and I have been saying that the donations have gone into providing 
approximately 75 000 meals, but we have been told that we are wrong; in fact, last year’s event provided more 
than 100 000 meals, and this year there were more sheep donated, and of a heavier variety. At the start of the 
sales on both days, when I addressed the assembled crowd, I said that although we are calling it Lamb Legends, 
we are happy to take ewes, rams, hoggets, wethers or whatever; the heavier they are, the better it is because it is 
all about the kilos. It is not about the number of head; they all taste the same, beautiful as they are, when they go 
into a processed meal. 

Hon Col Holt: Not the ones you bought! 

Hon PAUL BROWN: The ones I bought were beautiful, do not worry about that! The ones Hon Col Holt 
bought were just as beautiful, and I am sure that when they go into the pre-cooked and pre-packaged meals that 
Foodbank provides, the people who receive them will be very appreciative, no matter what they are. 

I would like to thank Hon Col Holt for joining me, and thanks to the staff of Foodbank; Colin Woodward; 
Hamish Dobie; Greg Hebel, the chief executive officer; and Fletcher International Exports, which does all the 
processing in its abattoirs at enormous cost. It happily does that processing on the chit as a donation, and that is 
fantastic. From me, Hon Col Holt and, I am sure, from everybody in this chamber, thank you to all those who 
donated in any way, shape or form of their time, money and animals. I thank you all for supporting this 
wonderful initiative on behalf of Foodbank of Western Australia. 
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